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BOOK REVIEW

Histoire Illustrée du Caoutchouc. J. B. Serier, A. Diez, and A. Van Dyck.
Montpellier, France (Cirad-CP, BP5035, 34032 Montpellier Cedex 1): Editiones
Desjonqueres, 1993. Pp. 96. (Price and ISBN not found).

A most remarkable book has appeared: a pictorial history of rubber. It will be
of interest to specialists in the production of this most important economic plant,
to teachers, to students and, in fact to the general reader.

The illustrated history begins with the dinosaur age. It then proceeds to: the
Aztec use of rubber and the European encounter with the product; the 18th cen-
tury with the uses in Europe of this new substance; the early French interest in
rubber; the Humboldt and Bonpland period, followed by the discovery by
Goodyear of vulcanization; the ensuing proliferation of commercial and indus-
trial uses; the effect of rubber on bicycle and motor car transport; the rubber boom
and mistreatment of rubber tappers in Africa and South America; the several at-
tempts to procure seed to domesticate Hevea; and many later commercial and
scientific events, including such historically significant aspects as the influence on
the British and Dutch plantations of Asia from the Japanese occupation in 1945,
plus an innumerable series of exceedingly interesting and important aspects of
the history of rubber.

As abotanist who has devoted nearly half a century in field work on rubber in
the Amazon (taxonomic studies of the sources of rubber) and has published many
scientific papers on Hevea rubber, I applaud the authors of this unusual way of
presenting the full history of rubber-producing plants and their effect on the cre-
ation of our modern world. It is with great pleasure that I recommend this contri-
bution with no reservations as a major step in explaining the history of rubber to a
wide audience without recourse to many books, most of them unavailable in many
libraries.
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